
For GC Discussion 

 - How can we relate to and apply the struggles Jacob went  
 through on his way to Egypt? 

 - Take some time to reflect on what God has been teaching 
 you both in the story of Joseph, and in the book of Genesis  
 as a whole. 

Notes and Questions 

For Worship: Listen to ‘’ by . You can find it on YouTube, or on the Hill 
City Church blog on the website. 

Week 22: Joseph Part 5 - Culmination 
Chapters 46-50 

For Study: 
Take some time this week to remind yourself of some of the key 
moments in the book of Genesis, and the lessons we’ve been learning 
on our journey through the book. 

 Created in the Image of God  - Ch 1 v 26-31 
 Cursed/Serpent Crusher Promised - Ch 3 v 8-19 
 The Judgement of God - Ch 6 v 9-14 
 The Call of Abraham - Ch 12 v 1-4 
 The Promise Fulfilled - Ch 21 v 1-7 
 Abraham’s Faith Confirmed - Ch 22 v 1-2 & 12-14 
 Isaac: The Baton Passed - Ch 26 v 1-4 
 The Grace of God for a Schemer - Ch 28 v 10-22 
 Wrestling with God - Ch 32 v 22-32 
 God Meant it for Good - Ch 45 v 4-14

This Weeks Summary 
This week we concluded our study in the book of Genesis as 

God’s people relocate to Egypt - fulfilling God’s word to 
Abraham and setting the scene for God to continue His great 

plan of redemption for Israel and for the world.

Next Week: we’ll be celebrating the Resurrection at 
Emmaus Chapel - see you there!



blesses Joseph’s 2 sons - Ephraim and Manasseh. Similar to situations 
we’ve seen beforehand with Esau and Jacob himself, it doesn’t work out 
as straightforward as you might think. Manasseh is the firstborn, the one 
who by rights should inherit the blessing, and in many ways Ephraim is 
going along for the ride. Joseph sets his sons up accordingly - Manasseh 
on the right hand, and Ephraim on the left. However, as Jacob goes to 
pray he ignores the way the boys have been set up, he crosses his 
hands, and he blesses the ‘wrong’ son. Joseph is indignant, but Jacob 
assures him this is the way it must be - the younger one will be greater 
than the older.

So too, on the cross a similar exchange took place. Jesus was and is the 
perfect, spotless Son of God - the one entirely deserving of the blessing 
of God. Yet on the cross He bears the disgrace that we deserve so that 
we might receive the blessing of the firstborn entirely by grace. It’s as if 
God crosses his hands, and lays the blessing Jesus deserve on us, and 
the curse we have earned because of our sin on His Son. It’s another 
example of the sovereign grace of God bestowed on the completely 
undeserving - grace that we should be extremely grateful for.

Joseph’s faith-filled preparation
In the penultimate verses of the whole book we see Joseph make a 
statement of faith that looks back to a promise made to Abraham, and 
takes us forward to the events that will transpire in the book of Exodus. 
Maybe Joseph has heard the story many times of how God confirmed his 
covenant to Abraham (chapter 15) many years ago. As He does, He 
causes horror and darkness to descend on His servant as a picture of the 
darkness that would one day descend on His people in a foreign land. 
God didn’t leave it there though, He made it clear to Abraham that the 
darkness would be lifted, the foreign nation would be judged, and Israel 
would be rescued. Joseph is well aware of this promise, and gives his 
instructions to the people in the light of it - he doesn't want to be buried in 
Egypt, he knows it’s not his home - he wants to be buried with his 
forefathers in the land God had promised to them. And so, certain of the 
promise and the faithfulness of God he gives instructions for his bones to 
be carried out with the people when that great rescue takes place. 
Joseph has an unswerving faith in the word of the God of his forefathers, 
and surely one of the biggest lessons in the book of Genesis is that we 
too would have that same faith. Our God is the same yesterday, today 
and forever, and His word is a firm foundation for those who put their 
trust in Him.

This week we concluded our study in the book of Genesis as we saw the 
deaths of both Jacob and Joseph in Egypt, but not before we see Jacob 
blessing his sons, and Joseph preparing God’s people for what would 
take place after about 400 years of living in Egypt. Here are just a few 
more things we can pick out of the text:

Jacob’s strange obedience
It’s interesting to see what takes place as Jacob sets out on his journey 
towards Egypt. In one respect you would think it was pretty obvious that 
Jacob would want to make this trip - the son he loved and who was taken 
away from him has been found alive, and he has the chance to be re-
united with him for the remaining years of his life. However, though 
Jacob’s heart may have travelled to Egypt way before he actually went, 
there was something that didn’t seem quite right about what was 
happening. After all, ever since Genesis chapter 12, what has a big part 
of our focus been upon? Is it not the fact that God is preparing the land of 
Canaan to give to His people as their inheritance? Ever since Abram had 
been called away from his family, he’d known that he was travelling to a 
land that God would give to him and his descendants after him, but now 
Jacob is travelling away from the promise of God, and into a foreign land.

I’m sure this explains why God has to give Jacob the vision of chapter 46 
in which He says: “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will 
make you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and 
I will also bring you up again.” It may have seemed like Jacob was 
walking away from the promise of God, but as we’ve been seeing over 
and over again in the story of Joseph, God has a plan, and He knows 
exactly what He’s doing - He’s taking His people into a situation where 
He will be able to display His saving power and His authority over any 
other ‘god’ that might stand against Him. We too, just like Jacob need to 
take these lessons on board as we deal with the twists and turns that life 
throws at us. Obviously there are times when we’re tempted to 
compromise and walk away from the promise of God, but at other times 
we may seem to be travelling farther away from where we believe God 
wants us, and it’s ok. We need to learn to trust the sovereignty of God, 
and cling to the truth that His ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9) - 
there is no way we can always understand what God is doing, but we can 
be sure He’s always doing what is perfect, right and good.

Jacob crosses his hands
There is a fascinating Gospel illustration for us in chapter 48 as Jacob


