
For GC Discussion 

 - How can we make sure that our lives are fitting   
 testimonies to back up the Gospel without losing focus on  
 the Gospel message itself? 

 - What indicators could there be in our lives that we have  
 received the Gospel as the Word of God rather than the  
 word of man? 

 - Do you tend towards being tough or tender? How does  
 the way God has made you fit into the wider church? 

Notes and Questions 

For Worship: Listen to ‘Good Good Father’ by The Housefires. You can 
find it on YouTube, or on the Hill City Church blog on the website. 

Week 2: Paul’s Defence 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 

For Study: 
Here are some more verses on 3 main subject areas in this weeks 
passage: 
 Lives worthy of the Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16 
      1 Peter 2:9-17 
      Colossians 1:3-14 
      
 The Word of God not man:  Matthew 13:1-23 
      Galatians 1:11-2:10 
      James 1:2-25 
      
 Two sides of pastoral care:  1 Corinthians 4:14-20 
      Colossians 3:12-17 
      Leviticus 19:17-18 

This Weeks Summary 
This week we moved on from Paul’s commendation of the 

church, to his defence of his own conduct among them - he 
describes himself both as an affectionate mother, and a father 

who was full of encouragement for this young church.

Next Week: we’ll move on to look at chapter 2:17-3:13 and 
Paul’s continued longing for the church.



As we continue our study in 1 Thessalonians, Paul takes some time to 
remind the church of his short time among them and some of the 
hallmarks of his conduct and character. Here are a few things this 
teaches us:

The Importance of the Messenger
The desire behind this section of the letter is repeated in a number of 
places in the pastoral epistles. Paul tells other churches that he is 
reluctant to boast about himself, but he is pushed to do so because he 
needs the church to be confident in his message, and that flows from 
their confidence in him as a messenger. I’m sure that if Paul had been 
deceitful, greedy and inconsistent in his conduct and message while he 
was with the church then it’s doubtful they would have been so ready to 
listen to him, and Paul is reminding them that he was none of those 
things. Rather he was gentle, selfless, and genuine among them. Paul is 
absolutely confident that as the Thessalonian church listened to him, and 
watched him live they would have heard words that contained no flattery 
at all, and a lifestyle that was dedicated, not to receiving from others, but 
to giving itself away, even if that meant working night and day to avoid 
being a burden. It’s certainly true to say that our lack of character will 
never hinder the Gospel if God wants it to take root in someones heart - 
He can speak through a donkey after all! It is nevertheless also true to 
say that we must be careful with our lives as we seek to share the 
Gospel with those around us - God can use the evidence of His grace in 
the way we live to authenticate what we have to say to people - no-one 
else has such power at work in them as we do, and our transformed 
conduct can be an amazing testimony to the truth of the Gospel.

The Word of God, or the word of man?
Paul goes on in his argument to speak of how glad he is that the 
Thessalonians received what he had to say, not viewing it as another 
philosophy or religion to try out, but as the very Word of God. How can 
you tell that this was the case? You can see it in the response of the 
church to the struggles and difficulties that were slung upon them almost 
immediately they had nailed their colours to the mast. We are lacking a 
lot in this kind of faith-testing in our country, but you can clearly see that 
for someone to cling onto a new teaching they’ve received despite what it 
costs them, they have to believe it is more than just some nice-sounding 
words from someone clever and maybe articulate. The new Thessalonian 
Christian’s did exactly what the Jewish believers had done when 
persecution came their way - they clung on regardless, and

demonstrated that they truly believed Paul’s message to be Divinely 
inspired truth.

Paul the complete parent
As Paul continues to defend his conduct among the church he describes 
himself as having a parental role in nurturing this young group of God’s 
people, but he doesn’t only describe himself as a father, but also as a 
mother. You really get the impression that Paul is talking about 2 sides of 
the same coin of pastoral care. He was willing on the one hand to be 
gentle among the church just as a mother might treat her newborn child - 
to serve them with everything they might need to thrive as God’s people. 
On the other hand, Paul also speaks of himself as a father - one who was 
exhorting, encouraging and charging his brothers and sisters to move on 
in their walk with God, and live a life worthy of Him in everything they did. 
This is the 2-sided coin of pastoral care and in fact of any kind of ministry 
within the body of Christ. Some of us are tempted to be more mother-like 
in our relationships - always gentle, never harsh, and willing to do 
anything for anyone. Others of us are more father-like and want to push 
others forward, and spur them on to be everything they can be in their 
walk with Christ. The truth is we all need both sides - we need a mix of 
gentleness and exhortation - and that’s exactly why God has put us in a 
body, so that every part might do its share, and we might grow into the 
complete expression of His character that He wants us to be.

The Big Picture - Called into Jesus Kingdom
As we’ve already recognised in this series, the message of Jesus return 
is on repeat in every section of Paul’s letter, and this section is no 
different, though it’s an even briefer mention than some others. The 
emphasis here is on the conduct of the church in this life, in the light of 
the kingdom that God is calling them into. Paul strongly urges the church 
to live as citizens of that kingdom now, and not to wait until they arrive 
there. He longs for them to live lives ‘worthy of God’ - lives that it would 
be fitting to be on display in the kingdom that they will one day dwell in. 
Once again, Paul is making a link between what is to come, and the life 
that we are living now, and he wants this fledgling church to be clear on 
the reality of Jesus return. He wants their thoughts to be often drawn to 
that day so that it will shape the way they see this life. Building a kingdom 
for themselves down here is foolish, when there is another kingdom 
awaiting them - a kingdom that is far more glorious than anything this 
world can offer. How easily we too can be drawn into this trap, but Paul 
would urge us to lift up our eyes, and live life ‘waiting for the King’.


