
For GC Discussion 

 - How can we cultivate the same courage and faith that  
 was shown by the women in these two chapters? 

 - What can we learn to both emulate and avoid from Moses 
 actions in chapter 2? 

 - What would it have been like to live as a Hebrew during  
 this time period? How would you counsel them to live lives 
 faithful to God? 

Notes and Questions 

For Worship: Listen to ‘I will Rise’ by Shawn McDonald. You can find it 
on YouTube, or on the Hill City Church blog on the website. 

Week 1: Redemption Prepared 
Exodus Chapters 1-2 

For Study: 
Here are some more verses on 3 of the main subject areas in this weeks 
message: 
 The Blessing of God: Deuteronomy 30:1-20 
     Psalm 31:19, 34:8-10 
     Jeremiah 17:7-8  
     Matthew 7:7-11 
 Fear of God not man: Proverbs 10:27, 19:23, 22:4 
     Psalm 34:4-7, 11-14 
     Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 
     Matthew 10:26-33 
 Losing life to gain Christ: Matthew 19:16-30 
     Philippians 3:2-11 
     Hebrews 11:24-27 

This Weeks Summary 
As we begin our study in Exodus, we see God’s people being 
brought into a more and more desperate situation, yet we 

know that God is in the process of preparing His own rescue 
plan to show Egypt, and to show the world how great He is.

Next Week: we’ll be studying chapters 3-4 as Moses is  
called to be a part of God’s plan to redeem His people.



As we start off our series in Exodus let’s just begin by remembering some 
of the ways in which God spoke to us in our series in Genesis. We saw:

- The beginning of God’s rescue plan for the world as He called Abram 
and made huge promises to him, the rest of the Jewish nation, and 
also the world

- Many pictures of the culmination of that rescue plan pointing to the 
work that Jesus would do in His death and resurrection

- The first examples of men and women who God called into 
relationship with Himself, and how He desired them to walk by faith in 
Him and in His promises

As we journey through Exodus together we will see all of these same 
things continuing as God reveals more of Himself to His people, calls 
them continually to trust Him, and gives more and more glimpses of the 
big-picture of His plan of salvation. Let’s start with the examples of 
faithful obedience that we find in these opening chapters of the book.

The Courage of Two Ordinary Women
The beginning of the book of Exodus appears to be a time when there is 
not a great deal of revelation from God to His people - gone for now are 
the days when God was speaking to, and revealing Himself to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and in their place was a time when God’s people had to 
build their lives on the stories of their ancestors and the great promises 
God had made to them. We sadly discover later that many of the Hebrew 
nation fell into idolatry, and were enticed by the gods and worship of the 
Egyptians.

All of this however just goes to make the choices of three women in 
these opening chapters of Exodus even more amazing. As far as we 
know there was no direct communication from God to these ladies, and 
yet they still stood, quite possibly when everyone else around them was 
falling. The risk that the two Hebrew midwives took to save as many baby 
boys as they could was the ultimate one, and the text tells us that it was 
because despite the national circumstances they were in, they still feared 
God more than they feared any human king. Their belief in the God of 
their forefathers was unshakeable despite the fact they could surely see 
little of his favour around them, and little to suggest that He was still 
working out His plan to bless the world through their nation. They 
believed in what they could not see and it led them to an incredible 
display of loyalty to their God, and Moses mother was not far behind.

The Faith of an Ordinary Mother
Just as in the account of the two midwives, we’re told why Moses’ mother 
was willing to risk her life to protect him from the Egyptians. It’s not found 
in the text of Exodus though, rather it’s in the great chapter of faith in the 
book of Hebrews - verse 23 says:

“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his 
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were 
not afraid of the king's edict.” 

How did Moses’ parents pluck up the courage to defy the edict of 
Pharaoh? They weren’t simply the bravest people out there, they were 
able to do it because they too were still living in the light of the promises 
to their ancestors - they believed there was a God out there who was on 
their side, and was more than able to protect them from Pharaoh and his 
army. They probably couldn’t have even imagined where their God would 
lead their son, but their faith in His goodness led them to be a part in the 
continuation of His rescue plan and the revelation of His saving power.

The Wisdom of a Young Prince
Our introduction to Moses, the central human figure in the book is very 
mixed - on the one hand he fails in his rescue attempt (Acts 7:25) and 
ends up fleeing to the obscurity of the wilderness, and yet somewhere in 
the midst of chapter 2 he makes a profound choice that alters the course 
of his life. Hebrews 11 tells us that Moses chose to be ‘mistreated with 
the people of God’ rather than enjoy everything Egypt could offer him. He 
too had faith in the goodness and faithfulness of the God of Abraham his 
forefather, and was fully convinced that the reward He would give was of 
greater worth than anything this world could give. His compassion and 
sense of justice was still evident as he rescues the women at the well in 
Midian, but he is going to have to wait some time now before his desire 
for his people is brought to fruition with Moses playing a part greater than 
he could have imagined.

The Faithfulness of God
In all of this introduction to the book of Exodus, God is silent, until that is 
the last verses on chapter 2. We then find out that, though it may seem 
that He is distant from His people’s suffering, He knows exactly what is 
going on, and He is still very much committed to fulfilling the promises He 
made all those years ago. The people of Israel have had to suffer much 
and have been waiting for years, but they are about to see God show up, 
intervene in their situation, and prove that He is mighty to save.


